Novel applications of noncardiac vascular devices for the treatment of coronary artery pathology.
Transcatheter percutaneous therapy for the treatment of vascular disease has markedly expanded over the last 20 years. This growth of endovascular technology has encouraged application of these modalities to vascular pathology in numerous territories that are not optimally suited for open-surgical techniques. Though the initial development and use of these devices was directed towards specific vascular beds (i.e., coronary, peripheral, cerebrovascular), it is becoming increasingly apparent that these devices can be effectively used in alternate situations when clinically indicated. We describe two cases of nontraditional uses of noncoronary devices (specifically biliary self-expanding stents and neurovascular coils) in patients with coronary artery pathology.